Moct birde drink by ecooping water up in
thait beake and filting their heade back co
it drizzles down theit throate — not co the
mourning dovel Like uging 2 soda ctraw,
dovee, cubmatge their beake info etanding
water and drink continuoucly, sucking up
and swallowing water without raising thait
heade. Thie way thay can drink up to eix
timae facter than othet bitde, shottening
the time they epend at a waterhola and thue
avoiding predafors.
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Hummingbirde are New Worid
gpeciag, tanging from Alacka to
Ticrra det Fuego af the tip of South
Amgtica. OFf the 1€ epecioe found
in the U.Q., oniy one lives east of
the Miseiceippi Rivar, the Ruby-
thoated. ALL 1% epaciac have been
ceen in AZ eithat ge recidente or
pacging through during migration.
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Where does the hummers’ “hum”
come from? Hummingbird winge
cah beat up to 200 timee per second
(depending on the speciac), vibrating
an both the upetroke and the
downcetrake. Thie produces 2
humming sound that variec from
cpecies to spaciec ac does the
frequency.



It may ceem co, but owls really can't rotate
theit heade 360° ae many peopie think. Ac
a hight vicion adaptation, owle hava extremely
latge egac in propottion to the size of theit
heade and theit syee sra fixed in place by 2
bony chructure called 2 cclerofic ting. Ac g
result, they have to turh their heads to move
their eyee. Head rotation for moct owl epecies
je 270° — far shough fo see directly behind
theml

Down
1. I like to sip my drinks
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3. My tongue is longer than my mouth

4. What birds need to survive

5. Some people call me the “black cardinal”
6. Those funny humans with binoculars

8. AZ's state bird

10. I'm named for the color of my tail

12. My distinctive color makes me stand out anywhere

14. [ catch and eat rattlesnakes

16. My wings beat 200 times per second

17. The place birds call home
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The co-cailed “black cardinai” actuaily ien’t. The
Phainapepla, whose name meane “cilky robe
telated to cardinale at all; rather it i a ilky flycatcher,
3 fropical group of bitde named for tha cilky appearance
of thait feathere. Phainopaplag, which alco feed on
ingacte, rely almost exclucively on degert mistiatoe
bartise during winter monthe. In fact, many blame the
birde for the spread of the paragitic plant. Phainopeplas
and othet birde dicperce mictietoe ceeds in theit
droppinge, leaving small depocite on the branches of
decatt trace. Before you remove evety bit of mistietoe
from your treec, concider that fawer mictletoa bertiee /‘. Y
may mean fewar bitde ceme epring. é

Flight mechanism
All purpose tool
Following the sun

. Raptors use them to hold onto things
_ What makes birds different from all other animals

. Backwards my head isn't

. Gardeners get mad when birds steal these

. Quoth me - "nevermore”

. In my family there is safety in numbers
. | immigrated from jolly olde England

. Symbol of the United States
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Did you know that a woodpecker’s fongue may
be up to threa times as long ac ife beak!
Woodpeckers have developed a variety of
adaptations: their zygodactyl faet (two toes
front and two foas back) altow tham to eling
ta vertical curfacee, ofiff
tafl feathers providing the
braca; their brain iz fite
tightly info their skull to
avoid concugeions; and
their tongue ic charp and
batbad, allowing it to ckewer an incect and
pull it from a cavity. In order to fich around
in those ineett tunnele, a woodpecker heede 3
tong tongue, cometimee co long that it
actually wrape around and over tha ckull,
coming back out through ite noetril or around
the aye socket!




