
Back To The Past
Hohokam Summer

It is the end ofa lotrg da} The lasts mvs oflhe sun slip behind the mountains in the west,
and asliehtbreezecools tlehotland This evenins, the pldts seem especialv thnstv; the
sasuaro are skinnv aid 6ere are no leave. on tle Palo verde trees we are nearing Lhe
ri'ie ofrne norsoom - rams fiaI cone and bringrelreffrom lhe seat hear Fverythtns
anticipates tlle coning mins. Ali the plants ofour hone will become very green agam -
gntetul for relieffrom the intense heat.

We too, will be ftanldn- This is a busv time oflhe vear for me md mv peopl€ we have
been v;rv busv witb the barvesr ofthe ril€ ftuit from the tops of the tall cactus called
saguaro. We use very tong slick to loock the ftuit ftom way up on toP oflhe saguaro
rf," mit i" ilnpon-t to or. w" celebrate its hNest lt is also nearins the time for gathei-
ins anoiher irn;onant food source for us: the nelquite beans. Mv nother will gdnd dte
rnlsouite beans on a metate, or sdfldins stone We set all ofour food ftom lhe surrorDd-
ins €nvironm€nt. Besid€s gatlering food from plants such as saguaro and mesquile, we
h; many ofthe vild anilllals $roh as deer, q ail' and mbbit This canvon also proudes
us with ou most mportant need water' Widtoul &esh waler. we would die We U!€ near
tle moutl ofthis canyotr in pit hosser. smallmud bouses witi 'oofs 

mde oul ol planl
naterial. Everything we eat, dtink, or us€ for shelter or clolhitrg comes fion the area
around us.It is not an easy life brr there is €noueh of ever)thing to suflive Wehare also
leamed to gow some platts such as com We bring water ftom the creeks and nvers to
our com fields by building irrigltioD crnals which chan'el the water to our crops

After all th€ work for suair"l is dore, we have time for other activities suoh as games and
an. It is said that people qpress tlemselves throt]eh then art we cenainlv do we nake
cl.y pots, baskeis, aflt some jewelrv We also bade wftrr other p€ople who btus such
things as fealh€rs and shells from far awav

Tle desert here is ou home ad we loow how to live with all the plants and anixnals -
using what we ne€d lo sulive. Th€ precious waler of th€ oanyon means life to all of us
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Present Words tr'rom the Past
Thingi that were inpo.tant h rhe dailv life of Se Hohokrm are hiddetr itr tbis
Duzle. They rre written acrms' down a diagonallv'

See if you catr find th€n. The fst of words belon' will h€lp vou'

Rrmrda
Baskers
Skio!
Metrt€
Mmo
Slgusro

De€r
M€squile
shdh
Pottcry

Corn
Coton
nrbbil
Pit Eow€
Punp DriI
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